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2019 AWESOME INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL FOR BRIGHT YOUNG THINGS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.02 pm]: I would like to inform the 
house about an amazing arts and cultural opportunity that is available to the children and families of Western Australia, 
the 2019 AWESOME Festival. The first AWESOME International Arts Festival for Bright Young Things was 
launched in December 1996 at the Subiaco Arts Centre by Barking Gecko Theatre. The idea behind the first festival 
was to bring the best the world had to offer in theatre and arts experiences to the young people of Western Australia. 
On the back of its success, AWESOME Arts became an incorporated company, and after entering into a partnership 
with the City of Perth, moved its home to the Perth CBD. That move increased the profile of the festival and led 
to a plethora of new partnerships and funding opportunities. Today that support includes the state government, 
through the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries; Healthway; Lotterywest; and many 
private sector sponsors. I am pleased to announce today that Lotterywest will be providing funding to the 
AWESOME Festival of $1 070 000 for 2020, 2021 and 2022, providing children in Western Australia with an 
opportunity to participate in creative learning opportunities. 
It is estimated that the 2018 event was attended by more than 169 000 people. The AWESOME Festival continues to 
attract new audiences, with 51 per cent of Culture Counts survey respondents indicating that they had visited the 
AWESOME Festival for the first time that year. The same survey suggested that 96 per cent of visitors had a positive 
overall experience at the event, and 94 per cent signalled that the AWESOME Festival provided a unique opportunity 
for their children to access high-quality arts experiences. In 2018, AWESOME engaged 88 Western Australian 
artists and 171 volunteers. In addition to the festival, AWESOME offers a year-round program of creative learning 
opportunities through Creative Challenge Regional residencies, delivering programs to 18 regional and remote 
locations in 2019; and the Creative Challenge Perth program for children at North Balga Primary School, 
Bentley Primary School and Nollamara Primary School. 
The festival took place from 5 to 11 October at Perth Cultural Centre, from 12 to 13 October at the University of 
Western Australia, and will culminate in school excursions at Perth Cultural Centre from 15 to 18 October. The 
2019 program encompasses a variety of performances, including Cloud Soup; Picasso and His Dog; Beep, by 
Windmill Theatre; and Alvin Sputnik: Deep Sea Explorer. There are only two days left, Mr Speaker, and I know 
you are an integral part of this festival. I encourage you and other members, if they can get paired, to attend the 
last few days and celebrate our community’s bright young things. 
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